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7) Develop and efficient number-
ing system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main Ideas/Supporting Ideas 
 
 

 
• Clay tablets that date to about 3000 B.C.E. 
• Cities grew and needed to keep track of economic activi-

ties 
• Sumerians developed a system , seprated symbols of the 

item from the account 
• Use methods 
       Five barrels of oil , represented 
       The symbol for five / symbol for oil. 
• New system especially helpful , for dealing with large 

questions. 
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